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ship to a club of distinguished men, or to Sir Anthony
Shirley, or the Earl of Kutland, or another. Others
give Bacon only a portion of the plays, as those con-
taining many legal terms. The majority, however,
are thoroughgoing "Baconians," and the most pro-
digious cases of misapplied ingenuity have been the
efforts to find in the First Folio a cipher, by which cer-
tain letters are selected which proclaim Bacon's au-
thorship ; as The Great Cryptogram, 1887, by Ignatius
Donnelly, and The Ei-lateral Cypher of Francis Bacon,
1900, by Mrs. Gallup. Such cyphers are mutually
destructive, and their absurdity has been repeatedly
demonstrated. Either they will not work without
much arbitrary manipulation, or they work too well and
are found to indicate Bacon's authorship of literature
written before his birth and after his death. Yet simi-
lar * discoveries' continue to be announced.

The evidences supporting Shakespeare's authorship
have been set forth sufficiently in this volume and
offer no basis for an attitude of skepticism. A few
considerations may be recalled as correctives for a
partial or mistaken reading of the evidence. (1)
TEough the records of Shakespeare's life are meager,
they are fuller than for any other Elizabethan drama-
tist. Indeed we know little of the biography of any
men of the sixteenth century unless their lives affected
church or politics and hence found preservation in
the records. There is no * mystery' about Shakespeare.
(2) Records amply establish the identity between